Exploits of Elaine

2l A Detective Novel and a Motion Picture Drama
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8 work at his table, trylng still to ex
trust

b

Kennedy,” I heard an ex-
over the wire reply, “my
Sunle Martin, Is here. Hor fo
hat just recelved a massage from
Clutching Hand snd—"

“Just & moment, Miss Dodge,” I in-
- ferrupted. “This s Mr. Jumeson®
'1 "OhI® eame back the volee, broath.
™ lasa and dissppointad. "Lel me have

Mr. Konnedy—quici™
1 1 had alresdy passed the telephone

;
i

i

I3 Cralg and was wstohlug him keen-
i ! s he Ustened over it
- He motioned to me for a pad and
}. pencil that lay near me.
"Please read the lotter again, slow-

. Mimm Dodge” he saked, addiog,

era lsnt time for mo to eas i—

fust yot. But I want it exactly. You

i sy 1t s made up of peparate words
and type eut from newspapem and

. ‘phsted on nole paper?™
1 1 handed him papor und pencil.
| | “All right, now, Miss Dodge, =2

4 ahead.”

As ho wrole he indicated to me by

ta ayes that he wanted me to read

daid so:
Bturtevant Martin, Jewuler,

No T84 FiLths Avantie, Now Tark City.

Bir—ds you have fallsd to deliver the
BOSy, 1 aball rob your maln dlkmond
aas &t sxactly ooon today.

*Thank you, Miss Dodge,” continued
Easnedy, laylng down the pencil
*Yes, I understand pearfectiy—signod
by that game Clutehing Hand, Let

© me sea” he ponderod, looking at hin
watoh. "It fa now half-past elaven.
Vory well. 1 aball meet you snd Miss

_ Martin at Mr. Martn's stors dlrectly.”

It Iacked Ove minutes of noon when

Keunody and I dashed up before Mar
s and dlsmissed our taziemb,

Presasted In Colisborstion With the Pathe Pisyeey aad (he Eckeetie Tin Company

Murtin himesl! was evidently very
nervous and very mpok alarmed In-
desd, mo one could blame him for
that Merely to have been singled out
by this amaxing masier eriminsl waa
enough to csuse panfe. Already be
had engmgad datectives, prepared for
whatever might bappen, and they had
ndvrised him to lesve the diamonds in
the oounter, clear the store und lst

faultiensly attired
& doorway down the wtreel, as WwWe
learned afterward, apparoutly golng to
s fushionable tallor's which occupled
the second floar of the old-Caahioned
building, the first foor haviag been
ronovated and made rendy for renting.
Had we been there a moment woonor
wo might have seen, [ supposs, that
one of thom modded to » taxicab driv
ar, who wan standing at a public hack
stand & few fest up (he block The
driver nodded unostentatiously back
at the man

In wpito of the excliement, Kennedy
quletly examined the showease, which
way, Indeed, o veritabls treanure store
of brilllanta

Slowly the bands of the clock cams
pesrer together al noon.

Wo all gatherod about the showease,
wih ts glittoring hoard of wealth,
forming & cirele at a respoctahls dis-
tance.

In desplunged tones the clock
played the chords written, 1 Dellove,
by Handel. Then it bogan siriking.

Nothing had happened.

We all breathed s sigh of ralist,

“Well, It fs still there!” axclalmad
Martin, polnting at the showoase with
A forcod laugh.

Suddenly camo s rendiog and crash-
ing sound. It secmed as if the very
floor on which wo stood wane giving
WY,

The showoase, with all its priceless
conteénts, went pmashing Into the esl-
lsr below,

The flooring beneath the case had
besn eut through!

All erowdod forward, gaxing st the
black, yawning eavern,

Down below, three mon, eoversd
with smocks and thelr faces hidden
by musks had knooked tha prop#
away from the celling of the cellar,
which thoy had sawed simost through
st thelr lelsure, and the showeass had
landed wuight or ten fest below, shiv-
ered Into a thousand bits,

A wolloy of sbotas whizzed past us.
and anoiher. While one crook was
hastily stufMng the untold wealth of
jowals Into a burlap bag the others
had drawn revelvers and wers firing
up through the bole In the floor des-
parately,

“Look oul!™ eried someone behind
us befors we could recover from our
first surprize and return the fire.

Ong of the desparadoes had taken &
bomb from under Wls amock, lghted 1t
and thrown it up throogh the hols in
tha floor,

It sallod up over our heads and land-
e near our lttle group, on the foor,
the fuse sputtaring ominously.

I hieard an exclamation of fear from
Eiaina

Keonnedy had puashed his way past
us and ploked up the deadly Infernul
machine in his bare hands.

1 watched him, fancinated. As nesr
as ke dared, he spproached the hole In
the floor, sidil holding the thing off at
srm's length. Would ha nevor throw
134

Ho was coolly bolding it, sllowing
the fuse to burn down cleser to the
explosion polat,

It was now within lesn than an Inch
of sure death,

Buddonly be raized it and hurled the
desdly thing down through ths hole,

We could hear the Imprecations of
tho erooks as i struck the cullar floor,
near them.

“Laave (he store—quick'™ mng out
Koannady's volos,

Down Delow the eronks wire beat:
ing & hasty retreal through a secret
entranece which ther had effected.

“Ths bag! The bag!” we could
hear one of them bellow,

*Tho Dbomb—tunl™ cried snother
volcs gruflly.

The expiomion that followed Hited
us falrly off cur feet

Ag ths stnoke from the explomion
cleared away, Kennedy could be sean,
the firet to run forward.

Meanwhile Martin's detectivas had
rushed down a flght of back stuire
that led Into a conl enllar, WHhA conl
shovalp and bam, saythisg they could
lay hands on, they nttacked the door
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ing Finnd, which the taxicad driver re-

strast sweeper who was al work near

by.
. - . . . . .

Down below, while the poliee and
detectives were putting outl the fire,
Kennedy was examining the wall of
the cellar, looking for the spot whare
tha orooks had ascaped.

“A pecret door!" he exolalmed, as
he paused after tspping along the wall
to determine s charncter. “You can
see how the fores of the explosion has
loosened L

Sure enough, when he polnted It out
to us, It was plainly visible, One of
the detectives picked up = crowbar and
others, still with the hastily selected
fmplaments they had salved to fght
the fire, started lu to pry It open.

An it ylelded Eoonedy rushed hia
way through; Hlaine, always uttorly
fearleas, followed. Then the rest of
un went through.

There seemad to be nothing, how-
aver, that would help us in the cellar
nexi door, und Konnedy mounted the
steps of a statrway In the rear

The stalrway lod to a sort of storw
room, full of barrels and bozes, but
otherwise charncterless, Whon | ar
rived Kenoedy was glugorly holding
up the amocks which the crooks had
Worm.

"Wo're on the right trafl” comment-
of Elalne ng he showed them to her,
“but where do you muppose the ownm-
ars are™

Cralg shrugged his shoulders mnd
gave & quick Jook about. “Evidently
they came in from and went away by
tho street,” he obasrved, hurrying to
tho door, followed by Elaine,

On the sidewalk bhs gaved up the
avenue, then cutohing wight of the
utreat clesnser, called to him,

*Yen, sor,” replied the man, stolldly,
looking up from his work, "I sae threa
glntiemen coms out and get inte mn
sutomoblile™

“Which way did they go!” maked
Emnady,

For snswer the man jorked his
thume gver his shouldor in the general
dlrection uplown,

With keon glanes, Komnady strained
his eyee. Par up the avenus he could
descry the car threading Its way in
snd out umong the others, junt about
disappenring

A momunt Iater Crulg caught sight
of the vacant taxiead and erooked hi
fnger at the driver, who answered
promptly by oranking his sugine.

“You paw that lmoumine standing
here? asked Cralg.

“Yeu," nodded the chuuffour, with a
abow of alertnos,

“Well, tollow I." ordered Kennedy,
Jjumping into the cab,

“Yeu, alr”

Crulg wits Just about W eloze the
door wheny & alight fgure fashed pasty
us and a dalnty foot waa placed on the

stof.

"Pleass, Mr. Kennedy” pleadad
Hisine, “lot ma go. Theéy may lead to
my father's wlaysr.”

Sho said it so earnestly that Cralg
could searcely have reslated 1t he had
wanied o do 5o

Just as Elsing and Kennedy were
movicg off I came out of ths vucant
wlore; with Bennett and the detoctivea,

"Cralg!" I eried, "“Whors are you
molng ™

Ksnnedy stuck his head out of the
window, and | am quits sure that be
wan not altogether displeased that I
wiy ot with him,

“Chasing that Umonsine® he shout-
of buck. "Follow us I another car.”

A moment later he and Elaine were

EUne.
Bunnett and 1 lookod nboat.
“There uréd & couple of cabs—down
there” I polnied out at the other end
of the block. “I'll Laks ote, you take
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learned later from Hialune and othera,
was that when the cromsrosda was
resched Lhe three crooks in the llmou-
sine had wlopped long enough 1o spenk
to an sceamplice stationsd thare, ne
cording to thelf plan for & getaway.
He was a toughdooking individand who
might have been hobolng It to tha elty,

When, a, fow minutes later, Ken-
nedy and Klaine had spproached the
fork, thelr driver had slowed up, an If

fo doubt which way to go. Cralg had
stuck his bead oul of the window, as
1 had dane, and, sesing the crossroads,
hud told the chauffeur to stop. There
siood the hobo.

“Did & car pass herp, just now—a
big car?™ ¢alled Cralg,

Tho man put his kand to his ear, na
if only half comprehending,

“Which way did the big car gol™ re
peated Kennedy,

The bobo approached the (axicad
stllenly, as if he bad & grodge sgalnst
cars in geooral.

One gquestion afler another olleited
Metds that conld be coustrued as intel-
HUgatien. It Cralg bad only been able
to seo, ho would have found out that,
with his back toward the taxicab
driver, the hobo hald ong hand behind
him sod mmde the sign of the Chatoh-
ing Hand, glancing swrreptitiously at
the driver to catch the anawering sign,
while Cralg pared sarpestly up the
two roads.

At last Cralg gave him up aa hape-
lons. “Waoll—go aboad—that way.” ho
Inilleatod, pleking the most likely road.

As the chnuffour wns aboul to start
ho stallod his engina

“Hurry!” wrged Cralg, exasperated
ot the delays.

The driver got out and tried to crank
the sngine. Again and again Ne turned
it over, but somchow It refused to
start. Then he lifted the hood and be-
gan to tinker,

“What's tha matter!™ ssked Cralg,
impatiently jumping out and bonding
over the onging, oo,

“Must be something wrong with the
Ignition, 1 guome,” he replied,
Konnady looked the car over hastily.

Kennedy Quletly Examined the Showcase.

The driver shrugxed his shoulders,
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of the Clutching Hand eab.
More alowly now and carefully, we
proceaded, for & mistake meant Josing

the driver glanced at Cralg.
he ordered.
In ancther instant he was down In

“Btopl”

ths dirt, examining the road for marks.

"That way!" Ls Indicated, leaping
back to (e running board,

We plled back into the cur and pro-
cooded under Kennedy's direction, as
fast a8 he would permit. Eo It con-
tinued, perbaps for a couple of hours,

At lust Kennedy wtopped the cab
aad slowly @irected the driver to veer
fato an open spacs that looked partico-
ularly lonesome. Near IL stood a one-
story brick factory bullding, closed
but not abandoned.

As | Tooked about at the unatirac
Live scone, Kennedy already was down
on his knees In the dirt agsin, study-
ing the tlre trmacks. They wors all
confused, showing that thoe taxicab
wa wers following bad evidenlily
backed In and turned severnl times
bofore going on.

"Crossed by naothar set of the
tracks!™ be ezclaimed excitedly,
studylng closer, "“That must have
beon the limouslbe, walting"

Laborlously ba was following the
courss of the cars in the open mpace,
when ons word escaped him, “Foot-
prints!™

He waa up and off ia a moment, be
fore we could |magine what ho was
aftar. Weo Bhad got out of the cab,
und followed him sa, down o the
very shore of a sort of cove or bay,
he want. Thore lay = rusty, discsrd-

merged 1o the ralng tide. AL this
tank the footprints seemed to goO
right down the sand and Into the
waves, which wero slowly obilternting
them. Konnedy gused cul as i to
make out a possible hoat on the hori
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water? Why not put ber in there?
No onell ever think to look In wnob
a place.”

With a hasty expression of spproval,
the roughnack plekod Elaine up bodity,
still stroggling vainly, and together
they carried her, bound and gagged,
to the tank. The oponing, which was
toward the water, was small, but they
managed, roughly, to thrust her in.

A moment later and they had rolled
ap a huge bowlder against the small
entrance, braciog it so that it would
be impossible for her to get out from
the Inside. Then they drove off hast
ily.

Frantically Hiaine managed to
looson the gag. Bhe screamod. Her
voleée secmed to be bound around by
the fron walls us sho was hersell. Bhe
shuddered. The water was rising—
had reached her ohest, and was still
taolng, alowly, Inexorably.

What was that? Ellence?
someons outside?

. - L] - - - -

Coolly, 1n spite of the smergency,
Kennedy took in the perilous aitus
tiom.

The lower end of the boiler, which
wias on & slant on the rapldly shelving
beach, was now completely under wis
ter and impossible to gat at. Besides,
the opening was small, too small

Kennedy gaged about frantically
and his oye caught the slgn om the
taetory:

Or was

L T T T P N LT LY
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“Come, Walter,” he cried, ronning
up the shore,

A moment later, bresthiess, Wwe
reached the doorway. It was, of
eourse, locked. Koennedy whipped out
bis revolver and several well-directod
shots through the keyhols smashed
the lock. We put our shoulders to it
and swung tho door opan, entering
the factory.

Boealde & work bench stood two long
cylindern, studded with bolta.

*"That’s what T'm looking for,” &=

dajmed Cralg. "Here, Waller, take
one. 11l take the olher—and the
tubos—and—"* ‘

We ran, for there was no time to
lose, As nearly as I could estimate it
the watar must now be slowly closing
ovaer Rlalne

“What tn 1t I waked, as he Jolned
up the tubes from the fanks to the
paculinr hookllke appamatns he ek
ried. 1

“An oxyacetyleno blowpipe,” he mut-
tered back feverizhily, “Used for wald
ing and cutling, too” he added.

With a light he touched the nossle,
ipstantly s hissing, billnding fAame-
peadls made the steel under it Inesn-
doscent. The torrific hest from one
poexlo made the steel glow. ‘The
strenm of oxygen from the wecond
comypletely consumed the hot metal

Kennedy was setually cuiting oul a
hage hole In the ntill exposed surface
of the tank—all areund, except for &
fow inches, to prevent the heayy
pleca from failing tnwand.

As Kennsdy carefully bemt out
the pestion of the tank which he
qul, be guickly reached down and
lifted Elalne, unconscious, out of the
wktar,

Oently ha laid her on the sand, I8
was the work of only & moment to cut

At Inst, slowly, the eclor ssemed io
return o her pale Mpe Hor eyellds
flutterad. Then ber prest, desp eyes
opaned,
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